בס"ד

הכנסת אורחים
The  תורהputs great emphasis on the importance of welcoming people into our
home, making sure they feel comfortable, and giving them our full attention – it’s a
 מצווהcalled ( הכנסת אורחיםhospitality to guests).
This  מצווהis a well known one.  חז"לhave promised great blessings to those who
welcome guests into their homes. In  תפילת שחריתwe say:

: ַה ּ ֵפ ָאה וְ ַה ִּבכּ ו ִּרים וְ ָה ְר ָאיֹון וּגְ ִמילוּת ֲח ָס ִדים וְ ַתלְ מוּד ּת ָֹורה," ֵא ּל ּו ְד ָב ִרים ֶׁש ֵאין ָל ֶׁהם ִשעוּר
:עֹולם ַה ָּבא
ָ יֶׁמת ָל
ֶׁ עֹולם ַהזֶׁ ה וְ ַה ֶׁ ּק ֶׁרן ַק
ָ יהם ָּב
ֶׁ רֹות
ֵ אֹוכל ּ ֵפ
ֵ ֵא ּל ּו ְד ָב ִרים ֶׁש ָא ָדם
 ִּכ ּבוּד ָאב וָ ֵאם וּגְ ִמ ילוּת ֲח ָס ִדים וְ ַה ְש ָּכ ַמת ֵּבית ַה ִּמ ְד ָרש ַש ֲח ִרית וְ ַע ְר ִבית,וְ ֵא ּל ּו ֵהן
"...חֹולים
ִ אֹור ִחים ו ִּב ּקוּר
ְ וְ ַה ְכנָ ַסת
Which means, that this  מצוהis counted amongst the  מצוותthat one "receives the
fruit from in this world, but his capital remains undiminished in the World to Come".
In addition, one who performs  הכנסת אורחיםproperly merits children, as we see from
אברהם, who after feeding his guests was told that he will have children. It is also
inferred from the  שונמיתwoman, who after hosting  אלישע הנביאwas promised a son.

How to Host?
The ( חפץ חייםAhavas Chesed 3:2) explains that the story of  אברהםwas given to us to
understand how to properly host guests:


Offer water



Before offering food, offer rest (if the guest is staying for the night or if he is
after a long drive/ flight)



If the guest is rushing, don’t delay them



Bring each dish as it is ready



Walk the guest out
He (the  )חפץ חייםthen adds other dinim that he collected from other ספרים:



Greet your guests smilingly



Give them directions to get them where they’re going.

Ipad project:

Create a guide book for the  מצוהof הכנסת אורחים.
Your guide book needs to include the following:
1) Cover the information from this sheet.
2) The story of 'אברהם אבינוs hospitality: (ט- פסוקים ב,)פרק יח


Who did he host and when?



What did he offer them?



What did he give them?



In what way did he do all of this?

3) Your own personal  הכנסת אורחיםstory – as a host or as a guest.
This project is due by Friday, November 3.
(Submit it to Schoology –  הכנסת אורחים – פרשת וירא – חומש בראשיתguide book(
!בהצלחה

